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(54) METHOD FOR DISPLAYING MENU 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To more naturally execute the 
operation of input command using a pointing 
device such as a mouse without sensing 
inconvenience by constituting a pop-up menu 

1 so that its lower position is developed in the 

J *■* lower right direction or the lower left direction. 

_J CONSTITUTION: A parent window 1 for 

a * v I displaying a pop-up menu to be a reference, a 

child window 2 for displaying the detailed 
menues of the pop-up menu item displayed in 
the window 1 and a grandchild window 3 for 
displaying the more detailed menues of the 
menu item displayed in the window 2 are 
developed. Thereby these windows 1 to 3 are 
displayed so that the window 2 is partially superposed with the lower left of the 
window 1 and the window 3 is partially superposed with the lower left of the window 2. 
When a user's name is inputted, a computer system retrieves a data base and extracts 
the information on the hand more skilful than the other (skilful hand) of the user 
corresponding to the name. Whether a skilful hand of the user corresponding to the 
inputted user's name is a right hand or a left hand is judged, and in the case of 
right-handed user, the developing direction of the pop-up menu is the lower right 
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direction. In the case of left-handed user, the menu is developed in the lower left 
direction. 
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CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] the computing system which a directions input is performed by choosing the 
menu item on a display screen using pointing devices, such as a mouse, and has the 
display function on which the pop up menu which is a menu which is not prepared 
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beforehand is displayed on said display screen by actuation of said pointing device 
setting — the lower layer of said pop up menu — the lower right and the direction of 
the lower left — the menu method of presentation characterized by what it is 
developed by either and displayed on it. 

[Claim 2] By having inputted said user discernment, when preparing beforehand the 
database which has the handedness of user discernment and said user as data in the 
menu method of presentation according to claim 1 and using said computing system 
When the handedness which recognizes the handedness corresponding to said user 
discernment, and corresponds by searching said database is the left It is the menu 
method of presentation which makes the lower left the expansion direction of said pop 
up menu, and is characterized by making the expansion direction of said pop up menu 
into the lower right when corresponding handedness is the right. 

[Claim 3] The menu method of presentation characterized by changing the expansion 
direction of said pop up menu in the menu method of presentation according to claim 
1 or 2 by operating the expansion direction modification item currently prepared on 
said display screen with said pointing device while said computing system is working. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Industrial Application] This invention relates to the menu method of presentation in 
the display of the menu of the pop-up method for choosing using a mouse in a 
computing system. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] In a computing system, a mouse is well used as a means 
of a directions input. For example, the pointer which moves synchronizing with 
actuation of the mouse on the display screen of a computing system is piled up on the 
menu item of the request on the display screen by moving a mouse, and a pulldown 
indication of the contents of the menu is given on the display screen by operating two 
switches on a mouse. 

[0003] Thus, the computing system which enabled the directions input using the 
mouse as a pointing device offers the environment which enabled visual decision using 
the graphical user interface (GUI). For this reason, since it is not necessary to keep 
the command of a directions input etc. in mind as compared with the directions input 
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which made command input by the keyboard the subject, it is an intelligible actuation 
system. 

[0004] As mentioned above, two switches (mouse button) are formed in the mouse 
used in such an environment, and having chosen the condition of being displayed on 
the part which has arranged the pointer on the display screen is usually inputted into 
it by pressing a left-hand side mouse button. On the other hand, the common 
fundamental indicator system in a computing system is displayed [ in the condition 
that a pointer is in the field anything does not have the display for a directions input 
etc. on the display screen ] on a place with a pointer as a pop up menu at the time by 
pressing the mouse button on the right-hand side of a mouse. 

[0005] Drawing 5 is the explanatory view showing the display condition of the pop up 
menu. The conventional pop up menu consists of **** 51 as which a basic menu is 
displayed, **** 52 as which the detailed menu of the item in **** 51 is displayed, and 
**** 53 as which the more detailed menu of the item in **** 52 is displayed, as shown 
in drawing 5 . And if it develops with **** 51 , **** 52, and **** 53, at the lower right 
of **** 52 and **** 52, a part will lap with the lower right of **** 51 , and **** 53 will 
be displayed on it, respectively. 

[0006] Thus, even if the menu of a lower layer is lapped and displayed above because 
the menu of a lower layer develops at **** 52, **** 53, and the lower right, some 
menus of the upper layer are in the condition that it is always visible. For this reason, 
even if it develops the pop up menu to the lower layer, it can recognize also about 
other items of the pop up menu of the upper layer to some extent. 
[0007] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] Since it was constituted as mentioned 
above conventionally, when specifying the item in the pop up menu of a lower layer, 
though natural, it becomes the actuation which actuation of a mouse also moves to 
the front right. Although this was natural actuation for the right-handed man, it had 
the problem of having become unnatural actuation and becoming what senses 
inconvenient, for those who operate a mouse with the left hand. 
[0008] This invention is made in order to cancel the above troubles, and it aims at 
making it not sense inconvenient for nature for actuation of the input directions using 
pointing devices, such as a mouse, more. 
[0009] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] the menu method of presentation of this invention — 
the lower layer of a pop up menu — the lower right and the direction of the lower left 
— it is characterized by what it is developed by either and displayed on it. And when 
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the handedness which makes the expansion direction of a pop up menu the lower left, 
and corresponds when preparing beforehand the database which has the handedness 
of user discernment and a user as data, using a computer system and the handedness 
which recognizes the handedness corresponding to user discernment and 
corresponds by searching a database by having inputted user discernment is the left 
is the right, it is characterized by to make the expansion direction of a pop up menu 
into the lower right. In addition, while the computing system is working, it is 
characterized by changing the expansion direction of a pop up menu by operating the 
expansion direction modification item currently prepared on the display screen with a 
pointing device. 
[0010] 

[Function] The lower layer of a pop up menu is displayed in the expansion direction 

which suited a user's handedness. 

[0011] 

[Example] One example of this invention is explained with reference to drawing below. 
Drawing 1 is the explanatory view showing expansion of the pop up menu by one 
example of this invention. In this drawing, **** as which a basic pop up menu [ 1 ] is 
displayed, **** as which, as for 2, the detailed menu of the popup menu item in **** 
1 is displayed, and 3 are **** as which the more detailed menu of the menu item in 
**** 2 is displayed. And in this example, if it develops with **** 1 , **** 2, and **** 3, 
it will also make it possible for **** 3 to lap with the lower left of **** 2 and **** 2, 
respectively, and to display a part on the lower left of**** 1. 
[0012] And the procedure which determines the expansion direction of the pop up 
menu in this example is explained using the flow chart of drawing 2 , First, a computing 
system is started (step S1) and a user name is inputted (step S2). In this example, as 
only the user registered beforehand can use a computing system now and it is shown 
in drawing 3 , the information on handedness is beforehand prepared as a database 
with the user name. 

[0013] If a user name is inputted (step S2), a computer system will search the 
database shown in drawing 3 , and will take out the handedness information on a 
corresponding user name (step S3). Here, the handedness corresponding to the 
inputted user name judges dextrism or a sinistral (step S4), and when you are dextrism, 
let the expansion direction of a pop up menu be the lower right (step S5). On the other 
hand, when you are a sinistral, let the expansion direction of a pop up menu be the 
lower left (step S6). 

[0014] Then, when changing the expansion direction of a pop up menu during use, in 



5 



H08-161138 



the menu for the expansion direction selection (the expansion direction modification 
item) which is shown in drawing 4 and which is displayed on the predetermined 
location of the display screen of a computing system, it chooses by moving the 
pointer on the display screen with a mouse, arranging that pointer on the item of the 
"right" or the "left", and pressing a mouse button. In addition, this menu for the 
expansion direction selection does not always need to be displayed on the display 
screen, and you may make it developed by the thing which is the need and which is 
called by the way. It is recognized by this that there is modification of the expansion 
direction of a pop up menu (step S7). 

[0015] Here, when the item of the "right" shown in drawing 4 in the condition of, for 
example, being set up so that it may develop at the lower right is chosen, since there 
is no modification, a change of the expansion direction is not made. On the other hand, 
when the item of a different direction from the expansion direction set up is chosen, it 
judges that there is modification (step S7), and the expansion direction is changed 
(step S8). And it continues waiting for the input for modification until it ends use of 
this computing system (step S9). 

[001 6] As shown above, according to this example, it is developed after the expansion 
direction of a pop up menu has suited the user. In addition, in the above-mentioned 
example, although the mouse was used as a pointing device, it may not restrict to this 
and you may be a digitizer. Moreover, although the menu for the expansion direction 
selection on the display screen as showed modification of the expansion direction to 
drawing 4 was used in the above-mentioned example, it does not restrict to this and 
the menu from which the left or the right can be chosen should just be displayed. 
[0017] 

[Effect of the Invention] As explained above, according to this invention, the 
expansion direction of a pop up menu was doubled with that user's handedness by 
registering a user name, when the data of a user and handedness are prepared 
beforehand and a user begins to use a computing system. For this reason, even if a 
user is a sinistral, actuation of a pop up menu can make sense of incongruity there be 
nothing, and it is effective in the ability to avoid sensing inconvenient for nature more 
in actuation of the input directions using a mouse. 

[0018] Moreover, even when it seems that the person using a computing system 
makes other men use by the middle since it enabled it to change the expansion 
direction of a pop up menu after starting use of a computing system or, the expansion 
direction of a pop up menu can also be doubled with other men's handedness. 
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[Translation done.] 
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